CHAPTER   VII

JAPAN AND THE WEST

ALTHOUGH the influence of Japan has been, and will in the
future be most distinctly felt in the countries bounded by the

Pacific area, it will extend to a greater or less
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degree to the other countries m the East, and,
indeed, either directly or indirectly to all the countries of the
world. We shall notice some of the more important phases
of influence in countries other than those bounded by the
Pacific area, and which may be included in the comprehen-
sive term " West of Japan." In endeavouring to estimate
the lessons to be learned from that country, attention must be
paid to many factors which are too often overlooked by
ardent patriots or superficial writers, and whose ideas if put
too quickly into practical operation would lead to confusion,
if not to disaster.

We have seen that China is not likely, in the future, to
sit quiet and listen to schemes for her partition or even to
the settlement of spheres of influence of Foreign Powers, at
least without her consent. She is awakening to a sense of
her power, and guided and, if necessary, supported by Japan,
she will use her strength to maintain her independence,
India is in a state of considerable unrest, partly, no doubt,
produced by internal conditions, but at least to some extent
by the exploits of Japan in the fields both of industry and
of war. A danger will arise, however, if an attempt be made
prematurely to follow the example of Japan before condi-
tions are ripe. Siam is an interesting country from an
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